The Federated Church of Charlton

February 2024 On the Green Pastor’s Message


Winter has certainly arrived this year. In-person worship was snowed out on Epiphany Sunday. On Sunday, January 28th, worship began with a few flurries drifting about and ended with ankle-deep snow that continued to fall all day. I’m reminded that our winter landscape is one of the vast miracles of this planet we inhabit, our physical dwelling place gifted to us by God at the beginning of time. “In the beginning,” the opening words and poetic language that begin Genesis catch my attention and spark my wonder every time I hear or read them. This vast and amazing universe was created by our God, the God who knows us and is present with us, always. God is with us, and so is New England weather. Thanks be to God.


It seems we’ve only just finished celebrating Christ’s arrival on earth and applauded the Wise Men who ventured from the East to offer extravagant gifts to the newborn king. In short order, we will enter the Season of Lent. Ash Wednesday, February 14th, begins the six-week remembrance of Jesus and his journey to Jerusalem, his trial and death. We know the story of God’s Son did not end on a rocky hill on the outskirts of Jerusalem. There’s so much more.
Lent is a time set aside in our corporate faith life in which we are called to consider our spiritual health and well-being. During Lent, we are invited to face a hard truth about ourselves. We each carry demons, like the man in the synagogue who challenged Jesus in last week’s Gospel. Our burdens and worries are unique to each of us, but no one is free from them. In Lent, the church provides us 40 days to contemplate both who we are and whose we are. How might we alter destructive thoughts and actions that keep us separated from God’s abiding love? Lent invites us to look inward. Lent invites us to new life. The journey is sacred. The journey can change you. And God is with you at every step and every turn.

May you have a holy Lent.

Blessings, always,

Pastor Shannan 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
We received a thank you letter from The Fuller House for Housing in Danvers, Massachusetts, for our donation of $500 in 2023. A portion of the letter is printed below. The full letter will be posted outside the Fellowship Hall.

“Fuller Center Disaster Rebuilders’ primary mission is to assist the most needy in rebuilding their homes and lives after a major disaster. Since our beginning in Biloxi, Mississippi, after Hurricane Katrina in 2005, we’ve served in every major hurricane disaster area restoring over 700 families to their home.
1.
“With new homes costing $135,000 and repairs $35-40,000, donations like yours are critical to closing the gap between available funds and estimated costs. Your donation helps make a new project possible.

“We can’t thank you enough for your very generous donation of $500.00 in 2023. We look forward to continuing our journey of loving our neighbors in need with you beside us.

“In His service,

Bartow C. Tucker, President”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Three young women in our church will begin Confirmation classes with Pastor Shannan Sunday, February 4th. The confirmands meet with the minister for the first year, and they meet with their sponsors for the second. Please hold them in your prayers as each of these young people explores her Christian faith, both now and for the years ahead.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sunday School News

The RE Committee determined to suspend classes on the Sunday before school vacations. This month, there will be no Sunday School February 18th. In April, there will be no Sunday School April 15th. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
All Committee meetings are noted on the calendar.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Deacons  of  the  Month  for  February are:

Tammy Cooper- 508 981-5726     Mark Duhamel – 508 248-6352
Flower Committee Member for February:

Nancy Garcia  508 248-5956 

Please call the Church Office if you would like to place flowers on the altar in memory of a loved one or for any special occasion.

2.
Prayer List

As we prepare for Lent and the journey to the Cross, let us seek to make Jesus known through our lives and lift our prayers to God:
· for the people of Ukraine and the Middle East whose lives continue to be shattered  by war, as well as the many landscapes that are currently embroiled if conflicts.  
· for those grieving or suffering due to the 2,700 gun violence deaths that happened in the US since the start of the year.

· for those suffering from the recent snow, floods, and extraordinary winter weather.

· for faith formation and youth ministry leaders.

· for Israeli hostages, for innocent civilians in harm’s way, and a just peace between Israeli and Palestine

· for Teresa McConnell and her recovery from a fall and concussion

· for JoAnn Hansen who is recovering from additional health complications 

· for Glenna Brownell for her continuing recovery

· for Joan and Bob Thorp in their continuing recovery

· for Sue Pelletier in her continuing recovery

· for 5 year old Miles, grandson of Linda and Dick Lambrecht, son of Kim, who is receiving treatment for a rare form of cancer in the mouth

· for Mary Jackson, friend of Pam Ekman, in her continuing recovery

· for Diane Tomasko, Laura Tomasko’s  sister-in-law, who is facing severe health challenges

· for Claire Moore, Pam Ekman’s great niece, 21, and her infant baby for their continued recovery

· for Nancy Chalk’s niece’s husband, Gary, in his continued treatments

· for Kylie Tremblay, daughter of Todd and Maribeth, and her health issues

· for Janet Russell, sister of Donald Dunham, and her health issues

· for Daryl Kay, Nancy Chalk’s cousin, in his continued recovery and health challenges
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    2024
Happy Birthday Wishes

	CHILDREN

Marcy Wall                      1

Ella Wall                         1

	Jordan Beeman

Kylie Tremblay

Charlotte Carlson

John Blair

Ethan Ekman

Savanah Dubois
	 3

 5

11

18

24

24


                                           ADULTS

	Jenifer Ekman

Paul Tycz

Robert Terry

Linda Terry

Dawn Myers

Joe Szela

Kevin Chute

Brian Hicks
	 1

 1

 5

 7

7

12

13

15
	
	Pam Houghton

Dale Mc Neil

Krista Abasciano

Barbara Guy

Beverly Daoust

Kathryn Elliott


	16

17

20

20

25

28




Happy Anniversary Wishes

	Ray & Jenn Wall                 
Todd & Maribeth Tremblay
	17
20
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Lving the Love & Justice of Jesus

Daily Lectionary Scripture References - February 2024 (Year B)

Sun., Feb. 11 Tues, Feb. 20
Transfiguration besim77
2 Kings 211-12 b 5827

1 Timothy 3:14-16

Wed, Feb. 14
Ash

psalm 147:1-11, 20¢ Joel 2:1:2, 12:17 or Tsaah
1 Corinhians.

Mark 12539
Mon., Feb. 5 Mark 8:27-20
Paim 102112.28
2 Kings 4:8-17, 3237 Sun, Feb. 25
fets 14537 ‘Second Sunday in Lent

Genesis 17:17, 15-16
Tues, Feb. 6 Peaim 22:23.31
Paim 102:12.28 Romans 4:13-25
2 kings :1-6 Mark 8:31-38 or Mark
s 52681
Wed, Feb. 7 2 Timothy :1°5 Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45
Peaim 102112-28
3ob 61113
Mark3:7-12

Tues, Feb. 27
Thurs, Feb. 8 Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45
Psim 30:3-6 ‘Genesis 22:1-15
1 Kings 11:26-40 Sun., Feb. 18 Hebravs 11:1-3, 1315
2 Cornthians 2:12-17

Genesis 9:8-17 Wed, Feb. 28
Fri, Feb.o Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45
pesim 50116 Jeremiah 30,1222
1 kings 14:118
1 Timothy 1:12-20
Mon., Feb. 19

sat, Feb. 10 peaim 77
Pesim 50136 rpiten

Ephesians.

110











